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HORTICULTURE. 


The following articles are from a gentleman, who has 


added experimental to theoretical knowledge, in 

Horticulture, and has put in practice what he incul- 

cates. We hope that those who cultivate small tracts 

of ground in the vicinity of large markets will give 

a particular attention to the subjects here discussed, 

and derive such advantages from the information 

contained in these Essays as we are sure will best 
meet the views of the writer. 
FOR THE NEW ENGLAND FARMER. 

1. lapprehend that too little is thought of 
successive crops the same year, perhaps little 
known of the practicability of raising them. 
Through almost the whole of a garden two 
crops may be raised, in considerable parts of 
them three, without either crop receiving any 
considerable injury by it, while the most will 
be essentially benefitted. And this may be ef- 
fected with a little if any additional expense of 
manure, especially if the land be dry and sandy. 
The reason why little if any more manure is 
required than for one crop is that the ground is 
thereby covered, or shaded so much of the time 
that much less of the richness of the soil, and 
volatile parts of the manure are carried off by 
evaporation, or destroyed by chemical changes. 
I will mention a few successions as specimens for 
those who have not much ground to till; suc- 
eessions which have been virtually followed for 
several years with the most encouraging suc- 
cess. Between the hills of corn may be sowed 
spinage, lettuce, cabbages, and things of a simi- 
lar nature, all of which will be out of the way 
before the corn is sufficiently large to require 
the space they occupy. Then about mid sum- 
mer, se{ out, or plant, in or between the hills 
of the same corn, French turnips, Ruta Baga, or 
English turnips, which after the corn is remov- 
ed will have time to arrive to good perfection. 

Between the-hills of cucumbers, melons, &c. 
plant rows or hills of low peas, which will ripen 
before the vines run much. And as_ the 
vines decay set out cabbages or sow English 
turnips. When peas are sowed, which run up- 
on sticks, radishes may be raised ; and as I men- 
tioned in a former communication, parsnips, 
which will, in this way make the third crop.* 
Various other successions might be mentioned; 
these will serve as introductory, to those who 
are disposed to make the experiment. It may 
be proper to observe, that all this may be done 
on land not under the highest state of cultiva- 
tion ; but which is only in what may be called 
a good state. And by the way, I will observe 
that if persons wish to have their vegetables to 
possess a fine relish, and to be nourishing and 
healthy, they must never manure them to ex- 
cess} 

*See New England Farmer, Vol. i. page 151. 

tThis observation is doubtless well founded. Sir 
John Sinclair, says, ** when a targe portiop of dung is 
used, the vegetable is forced so rapidly, that it is 
deficient in favor. A moderate quantity of dung pro- 
duces a better quality; but vegetables grown luxuri- 
antly in a fresh maiden earth, are the sweetest. In 
such soil the leaves-of the brassica or cabbage tribe are 


fometimes so superior in quality as to be nearly trans- 
parent.”— Editor N. E. Pocmect. * 


ON HOT HOUSES AND HOT BEDS. { 


2. Hot houses and hot beds in their proper, 
and appropriate use are good things—Away | 
from this they are not to be tolerated. Their 
legitimate use is to secure the growth and per- | 
fection of those things, which in any particular. 
climate could not be otherwise enjoyed. But | 
when they are used to secure particular ptr 
ducts out of season, they diminish instead of in-| 
creasing the means of good living. A person 
for instance. who will take a little pains, may | 
haye his cellar filled, and his table ornamented 
with a great variety of fine fruit and tasteful ve- 
getables, and all in season in the month of Janu- 
ary at an expense not essentially differing from 
what it costs to secure a half dozen hot bed cu- 
cumbers, which nobody really wants at that sea- 
son, and which nobody of uncorrupted taste 
would ever eat, were it not for the most ridicu- 
lous of all reasons, that they are out of season. 
The worst evil, however, is. that having them 
out of season, little pleasure is derived from 
them when in season, and when, prejudice to the 
contrary notwithstanding, they are a most plea- 
sant and healthy refreshment. Every thing is 
beautiful and good in its season. Expense and 
labor should be directed to increase the num- 
ber and enlarge the variety of such things as 
are good for food, and pleasant to the eye, 
but not in procuring out of season what God in 
his great goodness enables us by the warm in- 
fluence of his own sun to have ingreat perfec- 
tion. The sun and kindly influences of the hea- 
vens should be permitted to.do what they are 
able todo. And with respect to what can be 
raised, our exertions should be directed to in- 
creasing the number and multiplying the varie- 
ty, and bettering the quality, of vegetable pro- 
ducts, not in forcing them upon ourselves, when 
they are not really wanted, and when from their 
meagre appearance, had they sense, they would 
be ashamed to exhibit themselves on our tables. 


WEEDS. 


3. Were you not Mr. Editor, acquainted with 
my little lot, 1 should not incline to write, what 
1am about tosend you. But, you know my gar- 
den is not like the field of the sluggard, all 
grown over with weeds, though you know I 
view them in a light somewhat different from the 
generality of those, who delight in rural employ- 
ment. That instead of considering them as evils 
only to be dreaded, I regard them as a kind pro- 
vision of a wise and good Providence, designed 
not only as a wholesome food for many of his 
creatures, but also as a covering for the earth 
to secure it from the great heat of the Father of} 
Day, when without any interruption he is per- 
mitted to pour his rays on its naked and mellow 
surface. Not to counteract the wisdom of the 
Best, my way is, after preparing the ground and 
putling in the seed to let the weeds spring up 
and grow, taking care only to keep them out of 
the rows and hills, and removing them as they 
interfere with the growth of vegetables. By 
this means the earth is early shaded, and a quan- 
tity of food raised for swine or cattle surpassing 
what any person would at first imagine. And 


dily assented to is notwithstanding true. If the 
experience of four years is sufficient to satisfy 
me in judging, a garden is kept in such a state 
as to have the vegetables grow well with less 
labor than it can by destroying the weeds as 
soon as they spring out of the ground. But 
while I would encourage the growth of weeds 
to protect the ground, and thus help the crops, 
nothing can be further from my intention than 
to countenance the idleness and neglect of those 
who suffer the weeds to choke or shade the 
plants. All 1 maintain, is, that weeds are good 
servants, but like fire they are bad masters, 
they must be kept under, but not exterminated 
They must be made to hold their proper place 
and do their proper work, and subserve their 
proper end. If they are ~ntirely destroyed they 
can do neither. And who will believe that so 
large a portion of the works of God were made in 





vain. Ifa person has a regard to the profit of 


his horticultural labors, and his circumstances 
will allow of his doing things at the most pro 
per, time, he will permit the earth to clothe it- 
self with these light garments, which nature has 
provided in anticipation of those which she in- 
tends for her more staple and substantial dress. 

Another advantage from this practice is the 
weeds afford a food for the innumerable insects 
and worms with which the air and earth are at 
that season filled. And if they do not entirely 
protect the rising plant from the ravages of these 
insects, and worms, they in a considerable de- 
gree relieve them from the injury they are lia- 
ble to receive from these destroyers of vegeta- 
tion. 


One considerable objection to this mode of 
cultivation will present itself to the mind in the 
appearance a field or garden will exhibit. This, 
however, in part arises from the influence of 
imagination. A garden overrun with weeds is, 
to be sure a disagreeable sight. But this is the 
case, not because the weeds themselves are des- 
titute of beauty, for many that go under this 
name are among the handsomest of the vegeta- 
ble world; but because, from association they 
carry the mind to the bed of tbe slothful, who 
prefers a little more folding of the hands to 
sleep, to. the labor to which the appointment of 
Providence calls him. When it is perceived 
that these are drawn into the service and snb- 
jected to the control of man, and are made to 
subserve his interest, to hold their proper place 
and do their proper work, they immediately 
appear to become what they really are, a part 
of that creation, which God pronounced, and all 
wise men have found to be good. They be- 
come indeed the more pleasant, because they 
are as it were, redeemed from what has gene- 
rally been considered the wild and unprofita- 
ble part of creation, and offer one more proot 
that where God works, nothing is made in vain. 


REMARKS BY THE EDITOR. It will be allowed that 
the ideas suggested in the above are not only novel but 
contradictory to the general current of agricultural 
authority. Writers on husbandry direct the farmer and 
gardiner to wage ceaseless war with *@Wus ang #estroy 
them if possible while yet in the sead, befor ey have 
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i ce, and farming ona pretty extensive scale it is best 
for the cultivator to destroy weeds when he can most 
easily effect their destruction. If they are made pro- 
tectors of the ground against the rays of the sun, they 
are apt to monopolize the soil to the exclusion of more 
valuable vegetation. Still we agree with the writer 
that the soil should never in the summer season, be 
destitute of a vegetable covering. The action of the 
sun on the surface of the soil in warm weather disen- 
gages and dissipates the volatile and gaseous products 
which constitute its fertility. This is in a great mea- 
sure prevented by keeping the ground constantly cover- 
ed during summer with a vegetable carpet. It is bet- 
ter that this carpet should be composed ef vegetables 
of little value than to suffer the earth to remain without 
covering of any kind. But at all events, weeds should 
all be cut down or dug up before their seeds have be- 
come ripe, and if their races should become extinct, it 
will be casy to find substitutes to shade the soil—such 
as spinage, lettuce cabbage plants, &c. the seeds of 
which cost but little, and their produce is more valua- 
ble either for shading the soil, or furnishing food for 
man or beast. 


te 


From the Concord Gazette. 





The Trustees of the Society of Middlesex 
Husbandmen and Manufacturers, report, for the 
information of the Society, that at their annual 
meeting at Concord, Dec. 31, 1823, they 
awarded to Col. Joseph Valentine of Hopkin- 
ton, the premium of $10 for having raised 
the greatest quantity ‘of Indian Corn on one 
acre of Land, being 127 bushels and 3 pecks. 
—-Col. Valentine gives the following account 
of the mode of cultivation adopted by him,viz : 

The quality of the soil is a deep yellow loam, 
situated on a western declivity and naturally 
moist. The land has been improved for mow- 
ing six years last past, and until the last year 
it has yielded very heavy crops. In July, 
1822, the crop of hay falling below the produce 
of former years, I thought it expedient to 
stir the ground. In Angust following the 
ground was broken up, and in November it 
was harrowed and cross ploughed. In the 
spring of 1823, it was again ploughed and har- 
rowed, and twenty loads of green barn manure, 
spread equally over it and ploughed in. It was 
then furrowed in rows about three feet and a 
half apart, with a large horse plough, the 
plough going twice in each row to make a deep 
channel for the compost manure, and also to 
leave the seed when planted lower than the 
general surface of the ground. The rows 
thus prepared, were filled with twenty loads of 
barn, hog-yard, and night manure, well mixed 
and pulverized with Smithfield lime: the ma- 
nure was then levelled, and the kernels of seed 
placed about ten inches apart width-wise, and 
four inches lengthwise in the rows and lightly 
covered with fine mould. The seed was the 
yellow twelve rowed corn, which was soaked 
in a strong salt-petre brine, twenty four hours 
and then spread, sprinkled with quick lime and 
raked over until completely coated with lime. 
It was ploughed twice and hoed three times. 
At the last hoeing, the first of July the suckers 
were pulled out, and in the fore part of August, 
the suckers were again pulled away and the 
fulse stalks qut up. In hoeing the coral was 
partict&gsly carefol to loosen the soil and re- 
move {he -weeds without raising the earth about 





the stalks as [ had usually done. The stalks 
would average from nine to ten feet high, and 
were cut the first week in Septémber. The 
first week in October, the corn was harvested, 
and carefully measured in baskets by two men 
who had assisted in cultivating the crop. I direct- 
ed the same men to take each of them a basket 
and fill it with ears in the same manner, as 
when they measured the whole, and to shell 
and measure the quantity of shelled corn obtain- 
ed from each basket of ears; the amount of 
shelled corn from each basket of ears was the 
same, viz. nineteen quarts, and when turned to- 
gether and measured, the result was one bush. six 
quarts and a fraction over, from the two baskets. 
—By computing the produce of the whole 
acre from the quantity of ears as measured in 
the basket, and the amount of shelled contained 
in a basket of ears, the result is one hundred 
and twenty seven bushels and twenty one quarts 
of shelled corn. The field in which the above 
acre was measured contains three acres, one 
half of which was planted with seed prepared 
as above described ; the other half was planted 
with seed in its natural state. The corn in ev- 
ery part of the field came up well, and as all 
the ground was cultivated and manured alike, 
there could be no difference in the quality of 
the soil to invite or repel insects and vermin. 
But that part which was planted with seed in 
its natural state, at least one sixth part of the 
blades were eaten off and destroyed by worms ; 
while in the part planted with seed soaked in 
brine and coated with lime, not a blade was dis- 
covered that had been attacked by them. This 
is the first experiment Il ever made to prove 
the utility of securing corn against the ravages 
of worms, by any process applied to the seed. 
Perhaps the mode above described and pursued 
by me will not always be attended with the 
like success. It may however be the means of 
exciting the attention of others who have more 
leisure and ability than myself to discover and 
apply acertain remedy for so great a nuisance 
to the farmer. 
EXPENCES OF CULTIVATION. 





Four Ploughings, - - $5, 00 
Harrowing - - - - 1,00 
Manure, 40 loads - - 30, 00 
Forrowing - - - - 75 
Seed - - - - - - 50 
Planting - - - - 4,00 
Ploughing and hoeing “» 7, 50 
Cutting stalks - . - 3, 00 
Harvesting - - - 4,00 

$55, 75 


The value of the stalks and fodder I consider 
equal to a ton and a half of English hay. 


That they also awarded to Col. Valentine the 
premium of $10 for having raised 37 bushels 
and one peck of wheat on one acre of land by 
the following mode of culture. 

In the spring of 1822, it was ploughed and 
planted with Indian corn, forty loads of manure 
were spread and laid upon it, and the crop pro- 
duced was one hundred and sixteen bushels and 
twenty-eight quarts of cora, well dried and fit 
for use. In the spring of 1823, as soon as the 
ground was fit for ploughing, I had it ploughed 
and harrowed twice ; three bushels of Gilman 
Wheat were sowed on one acre and a few rods, 
and ploughed in. I then sowed twelve pounds 
of clover, and half a bushel of herds grass seed, 
spread one hogshead of slacked lime upon it, 





<a i oi ro 
and harrowed it with an iron harrow: Th, 


wheat before sowing was washed clean in clea, 
water, then soaked forty-eight hours in str on, 
lime water, then laid on a dry floor and slac ke; 
lime sprinkled upon it and frequently stirre, 
until it was covered with lime. In the month 
of July, the land on which the three bushels 9 
wheat was sowed, was measured and found ty 
contain one acre and a few rods over; the 
number of rods exceeding an acre was stake, 
off, and the wheat growing, reaped and thresh. 
ed by itself, and the produce was between one 
and two bushels. The acre was reaped anj 
bound with long rye straw, and found to be seye,, 
hundred and sixty-two bundles, making fifty 
shock, and twelve sheaves ; which when thresh. 
ed, winnowed, and measured, produced thirty. 
seven bushels and one peck. The quality 0 
the grain was excellent, and weighed sixty 
pounds to the bushel, not a kernel of smut o; 
burnt grain was discovered among the whole. 
Per order of Trustees, 
N. BROOKS, Ree. Sec. 
Reports of the several Committees of the Worcestey 
Agricultural Society. 
REPORT No. VI. 

Committee on all other Manufactured Articles, 
Stephen P. Gardiner, of Bolton, Chairman ; Samu 

Mixter, of New-Braintree ; Benjamin Read, of Tem. 

pleton; Royal Keith, of Grafton ; Seth Davenport, 

of Mendon. 

The Committee appvinted by the Trustee: 
of the Worcester Agricultural Society, to exam- 
ine all Manufactured Articles besides Cotton, 
Wool, Flax and Silk, have attended to the duty 
assigned them. A great number of excellent 
lots of Butter and Cheese was offered for exan- 
inatiun, too many to particularize, and perhaps 
unnecessary to mention, all the owners’ names 
in this Report. It is but justice to say, except 
two or three lots, it was all of a superior quaii- 
ty; and it was with some difficulty that the 
Committee could satisfy themselves who were 
entitled to premiums. Other articles which 
came under our notice, did not equal the expec- 
tations of the Committee. They however re- 
commend the following premiums. 

To Levi Goodale of West-Boyiston, for the 
best Butter, $7. 

To Ebenezer Dunbar, of Leicester, for next 
best, $5. 

About 15 Ibs. of superior Butter, in cakes, 
for neatness and flavor was not exceeded by any ; 
and if the funds of the Society will justify it, the 
Committee recommend to Ebenezer Moore, 
of Worcester, the owner, a premium of $3; to 
William Tafts, of New-Braintree, for the best 
Cheese, $10; to Elisha Matthews, of New- 
Braintree for the next best, $5; to Cheney 
Patch, of Leicester, for a set of Machine Cards, 
$20: to William Slocumb, of Northborough, for 
the best dressed Calf-Skins, $10; to Phinebas 
Davis, of Northborough, for Sole-Leather, 2d 
premium, 5; to Joseph Griggs & Co. of Mill- 
bury, for Morocco, 2d premium, $3; to Simeon 
Hathaway, jr. of Sutton, for the best Ox-Yoke, 
$6; to Andrew Buxton, for the next best do.g5. 

N. B. Mr, Davis, for Sole-Leather, and Mr. 
Griggs, for Morocco Skins, had no competitor. 
Their articles, though good and well manufac- 
tared, were not extraordinary ; and in the opio- 
ion of the Committee were not entitled to the 
first premium. A great variety of articles, both 
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elegant and useful, were noticed a your Com- 
mittee, for which no premium is © ered ; many 
of them deserve attention, viz. A number of 
excellent and highly. finished Hats, by John P. 
Kettell & Co.--some handsome Window-Blinds, 
by Miss Kitteridge—an elegant Trunk, by Dan- 
iel Walker, of Brookfield—an ingenious Ma- 
chine, by John C. Jenckes, of Providence, for 
removing sick and lame people, with ease to 
the patient, and convenience to the assistant— 
qa superior pair of Tailors’ Shears, by Elias 
Sawyer, of Lancaster—an elegant box of Nee- 
dle-Work and Painting, by Misses, in Miss 
Denny’s school in Worcester—some fine Tur- 
key Quill Fans, Feathers, Plumes, Wreaths, &c. 
by Mrs. Daniel G. Wheeler, of Worcester—a 
new and improved patent Straw-Cutter, by Mr. 
Safford, of Vermont—a great variety of Straw 
and Grass Bonnets, many finely wrought, and 
discovering taste and judgment—a lot of fine 
Potatoes, which had been greatly improved in 
a few years, by proper attention, by Isaac Bow- 
ers, of Lancaster—one well turned and com- 
pletely finished Nail-Hammer, by Mr. Woodbury 
of Sutton—one Cast-Iron Plough, much improv- 
ed, by W. A. Wheeler—and Mr. Howard’s 
Plough and Harrow for weeding Corn and Veg- 
etables. 
Which is respectfully submitted. 
STEPHEN P. GARDNER, per order. 
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RFPORT No. VII. 
Committee on the Ploughing Match. 

Joseph Thayer, of Uxbridge, Chairman ; Joseph Sum- 
ner, jr. of Shrewsbury ; Paul Dudley, of Douglas ; 
John Whitney, of Princeton ; Rufus Porter, of Wor- 
cester. 

The Committee on the Ploughing Match 
have been highly gratified to find an increased 
number of competitors for premiums, in this in- 
teresting and very important part of the Exbi- 
bition, this day witnessed. And although gratify- 
ing, it has very much increased the difficulty 
and labor of those who are called upon to dis- 
criminate and reward those who excel, agreea- 
bly to the rules and regulations of this Society. 
The Committee regret, very much, that the 
ground selected for ploughing proved different 
from What had been anticipated. Instead of 
being a deep loamy soil, as the surface indica- 
ted, it was so full of gravelly loam and round 
stones, (such as Farmers usually call cobble- 
stones) that it was with some difficulty that the- 
ploughman could keep his plough in the ground, 
and ata proper distance from the foregoing 
furrow. Agreeable to notice, the ground had 
been previously divided into lots of an eighth of 
an acre each ; twelve competitors were present 
with teams, consisting of one yoke of oxen each, 
and drew lots as follows; . 

Lot No. 1. Nathan Heard, jr. of Worcester, 
Peter Williams, ploughman, John Armstrong, 
driver—work performed in 23 minutes 30 se- 
conds., 

Lot No. 2. John Sherman, 2d. of Sutton, him- 
self ploughman, Daniel Marble, jr. driver—work 
performed in 22 minutes. 

Lot No. 3. William Eaton, jr. of Worcester, 
himself ploughman, no driver—work performed 
in 27 minutes. 

Lot No. 4. Benjamin Woodbury, of Sutton, 
Benjamin Woodbury, 3d. plooghman, no driver 
work performed in.21 minutes 30 seconds, 

Lot No. 5. Stephen Marsh, jr. of Sutton, 





Hiram White, ploughman, Stephen Marsh, dri- 
ver—work performed in 21 minutes. 

Lot No. 6. Holloway Baily, of Northbor- 
ough, himself ploughman, Paul Newton, driver 
—work performed in 20 minutes 30 seconds. 

Lot No. 7. Luther Whiting, of Sutton, him- 
self ploughman, Royal T. Marble, driver— 
work performed in 18 minutes 40 seconds. 

Lot No. 8. Joseph Dudley, of Sutton, him- 
self ploughman, John Adams, driver-—work 
performed in 24 minutes 20 seconds. 

Lot No. 9. Ward & Rice, of Worcester, 
Newell Rice, ploughman, no driver—work per- 
formed in 19 minutes. 

Lot No. 10. William Henshaw, of Leicester, 
Benjamin Watson, jr. ploughman, William Hen- 
shaw, driver,—work performed in 20 minutes. 

Lot No. 11. Silas Dudley, of Sutton, himself 
ploughman, Samuel Taylor, driver—work per- 
tormed in 28 minutes. 

Lot No. 12. Freegrace Marble, of Sutton, 
Samuel Sibley, ploughman, Freegrace Marble, 
driver—work performed in 23 minutes. 

Your Commitiee,in the discharge of their 
duty, have been extremely desirous to do jus- 
tice to all the competitors, and to all the other 
members of this Society. And notwithstanding 
the competitors were unfortunate in their 
ground, the Committee are of opinion that there 
was not that improvement in the work which 
they and the public had reason to expect: and 
as the great and professed object of Ploughing 
Matches is improvement, and to extend a prac- 
tical knowledge of the art, the Committee 
could not, with justice to their own judgments, 
and the duty they owe to this Society, recom- 
mend the fuil amount of premiums to those who 
they considered to excel, that the Trustees had 
empowered them to do, but have recommend- 
ed one half that sum. 

First premium to Freegrace Marble—Plough 
$5; Ploughman $2, 50; Driver $1, 50. 

Second premium to William Eaton, jr.— 
Plough $4 ; Ploughman ¢3; being no Driver. 

Third premium to Nathan Heard, jr.— 
Plough $3; Ploughman $1, 50: Driver 50 cts. 

Fourth premium to Silas Dudley—Plough 
$2; Ploughman $1. 

N. B. The Trustees afterwards awarded 
full premiums, instead of half premiums, as 
recommended by the Committee. 

Per order. 
JOSEPH THAYER, Chairman. 


From the American Farmer. 

Mr. Orton, surgeon, 34th regiment, has ex- 
plained the cause of fowls dying so often on 
ship-board. It is want of sharp cornered grav- 
el to triturate corn inthe gizzard. This he 
discovered by dissecting one of the dead fowls. 
— The next step was to take advantage of the 
information thus gained; but the maxim that 
‘ knowledge is power,’ seemed likely to meet 
with an exception in this instance; for we 
were many hundred miles from land, and there 
appeared little chance of finding any substitute 
tor proper gravel on board the ship. Inquiries 
were made for a stone, by which the experi- 
ment might be made with a few of the fowls; 
and it was soon found that abundance of a rock, 
resembling granite, had been taken on board as 
ballast at St. Helena. A quantity of this was 
immediately broken up into pieces, about the 








size of split peas, and given to the poultry. 





They swallowed it eagerly. The sick birds 
were collected, and a qnantity of the specifi 
placed before each; and though most of them 
were unable to stand, they devoured it wit! 
eagerness, several in quantities of a table-spoun 
ful each. They all recovered except one. In 
short the mortality from that time entirely 
ceased, and the remaining poultry (by far the 
principal part,) instead of dying, became exces. 
sively fat. Fowls, when allowed to ron about, 
are observed to be very nice in selecting the 
pieces of stone which they swallow. In many 
of those which I dissected, 1 found pieces of 
broken earthenware, chosen doubtless on account 
of their sharp edges. 1 would recommend hard 
stones to be laid in for fowls on board ship, and 
broken up, instead of natural gravel, which is 
commonly more or less rounded. River or sea 
sand, or gravel, is evidently useless.”’ 


A Bear Story.—Lemuel Martin, Esq. of Sulli 
van county, informs me, that onthe 27th ull. 
Mr. William Fisk and his son, while hunting, in 
the town of Rockland, in that county, discover 
ed the track of three bears, which they pursued 
about three miles toaden. They urged their 
dog, but in vain, to enter and attack the fero- 
cious beasts. It being near night a fire was 
built up and they watched until next morning, 
whem they collected a number of their neigh- 
bors, and about twenty dogs, three only of which 
had courage to enter and attack the bears; and 
after a serious fight, two cubs presented them- 
selves at the mouth of the den and were shot, 
while the old bear kept possession of her fastness. 
The dogs satisfied with their partial conquest, 
could not be prevailed on to renew the fight, 
Mr. Fisk got his Green Mountain spunk up, and 
determined not to give up the victory. He ac- 
cordingly assisted by Mr. William Gray, with a 
light, entered the cave crawling more than fifty 
feet, discovered the glaring eyes, and heard 
the threatening and gnashing of the taeth of 
his potent adversary—he discharged two rifles, 
the smoke drove them from the’¢ave. On 
entering afterwards, they discovered that 
their adversary had expired, and they drew 
from the cave (sixty feet) an enormous she bear. 

= 

The Himlaya Ridge—A long paper in the 
Asiatic Researches, vol. 15th. by Messrs. Hud- 
geon and Herbert, givesthe height of a num- 
ber of the snowy peaks of the Himlaya ridge 
of mountains, from a survey—from which it ap- 
pears that the highest of these peaks has an ele- 
vation of 35,589 feet, or4 m. and 3 qrs. This 
is 3 qrs. of a mile greater than the height ofChim- 
borazo, the most elevated of the Andes. 








The following curious circumstance is stated in the 
Farmer’s Journal :—A farmer bought about thirty pigs, 
and immediately put them all up toget pork. Their 
food was boiled potatoes. In a short time a distemper 
appeared among them, and about twenty died. The 
potatoes given to the pigs belonged to a crop of ten a- 
cres on light land; and in harvesting them, a great 
many which had been long exposed to the sun, and 
weather, were of course, thrown asile for pig food.— 
Potatoes so exposed acquire a poisonous quality, the 
upper side turning green, and having all the appear- 
ance and taste of green copperas—that is, the oxide oi 
iron ; the potatoe contains a portion of iron in solution, 
which attracts the oxygen of the atmosphere. The 
potatoes in the retail shops in London are much injur- 
ed by lying leng in the light air; so that where the 
sale is slow, they are at least dnpalata Mapa un 
wholesome. , 
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Preceedings of the Nova Scotia Provincial Agri- 

cultural Society. 

An Anniversary Meeting of this Society was cor vened 
at Halifax on the Ist of December last, and after 
transmitting the formal business which the occasion 
demanded, the following proceedings took place, as 
stated in the Acadian Recorder of the 6th of Dec. 

The Vice President stated to the meeting 
that the disposal of the money which lay in the 
hands of the Treasurer was now the subject of 
their consideration, and he requested that the 
Secretary, who probably had revolved the ques- 
tion in his mind, should now publicly propose 
what be had to offer. 

Mr. Young rose and said, that the large ba- 
lance now over was more than adequate for all 
the demands of the Society, and that £200 
ought to be disposed of in some way or other. 
It ought either to be lent at interest upon good 
personal security in order that it might be forth- 
coming whenever the exigencies of the Socie- 
ty required it, and it might be vested in some 
agricultural speculation which would at once 
promote the general interest of the farmer, 
and be directly conducive to the benefit 
of the town. If the latter plan were a- 
dopted he had turned over in his own mind 
those objects which stood in need of encourage- 
meat, and were of such paramount impertance 
as to justify the application of so large a dispo- 
sable sum. He A not attempt, at present, 
to go into any minute details, because the senti- 
ments of the gentlemen present were as yet un- 
known—but he would beg their indulgence, 
while he slightly touched Te subjects which 
occurred to him as worthy of immediate atten- 
tion. 

A part of this balance, he thought, might be 
judiciously employed in premiums for clearing 
and improving the land which lay within a cir- 
cle of three or four miles around the capital.— 
it was well known to the meeting that the natu- 
ral obstructions which presented themselves 
both in the peninsula and at Dartmouth were 
of a formidable nature, and sufficient to damp 
the zeal even of the most enthusiastic improv- 
er. From the number of stones which encum- 
bered the surface and the native sterility of the 
land itself, every acre required an outlay of 
from £40 to £50 before it was adequately 
cleared and manured for a first crop. Such a 
heavy expense therefore would not be volunta- 
rily incurred without a powerful excitement, 
more especially when capital at the present 
moment could be _ protitably invested in 
commercial undertakings—In order therefore 
to invite capital from commerce, it was necessa- 
ry that this Society should hold up some bounty 
for the improvement of every acre. This 
could be deemed no waste of the private funds, 
when the vast importance of cultivation in the 
vicinity of the town was duly appreciated. Ev- 
ery acre of land rendered arable was supplying 
our market with those vegetables and roots es- 
sential to the means of subsistence, and must be 
looked upon as an advantage not only to our- 
selves but to our posterity. Every rod of im- 
proved ground opened up a new source of pro- 
duction for the supply of our daily wants, 
which were increasing in number with every 
increase of our population. 

Anothgr object which he would recommend 
to the Socfety was the encouragement of Oat- 
mills in the neighborhood of the town. Meal 


was fast rising in demand with all classes of the 
inhabitants; and strange it was to tell that no 
mill for manufacturing it had been erected in 
this vicinity. The single district of Picton 
could boast of 22 oatmills, which had risen dur- 
ing the last four years as if by enchantment; 
and yet the metropolis of the province could 
not number one amidst all its public improve- 
ments. This was felt as a want not only by the 
farmers in the immediate vicinity, but through- 
out the whole province ; because the immense 
quantities brought in there for sale every spring 
and fall, lay as dead weight upon the market, 
and labored under great and serious depression. 
But were mills only erected, our merchants 
would purchase these oats on speculation, 
would manufacture them at their conveniency, 
and then deal them out in the shape of meal, 
according to the calls of the consumption. 
The last object which we would bring under 
their notice was some method of encouraging 
the caring of beef and pork. The Directors, 
as they all knew, had warmly recommended 
this subject, but without effect, to the provin- 
cial Legislature ; and it would now be becoming 
in them to testify their sense of the utility of the 
measure, by offering some bounties with a view 
to its encouragement. Had the Legislature a- 
dopted the recommendation of the Central 
Board, bounties would have been offered to 
the curers of salt provisions, whether they re- 
sided in Annapolis, Picton, Halifax, or any oth- 
er part of the province: but if the private 
funds of the Society were to be appropriated 
to this object, it became a question of. expedi- 
ency how far the bounty should be extended, or 
whether it should be confined to the merchants 
in the capital. He surely did not need to press 
with much earnestness the imperious necessity 
of relieving the farmer in some way or other. 
Beef at present was daily selling at 2d. and 1/4. 
per lb.—a price so utterly incapable of remu- 
nerating the raiser, that it must obviously tend 
to weigh down the agricultural interest of the 
country. Beef, weight for weight, was now as 
cheap as oatmeal; and he would put it to their 
knowledge whether the farmer could produce 
the one as cheap as the other. A handful of 
oats thrown carefully by the sower, and cover- 
ed with a single turn of the harrows was an 
easy and little expensive process; contrasted 
with the care of raising a calf, of nurturing it 
for two or three winters, and of finding it with 
grass through the summer before it was fit for 
the butcher. Beef per lb. should at all times 
be double the price of oatmeal. Let any man 
search all the records of farming, the tables of 
the price of provisions which had been publish- 
ed in England or France, nay, either in the old 
or the new world; and he would find it to be 
an invariable law, that whatever is the rate of 
bread, butcher meat is double that rate. But 
here that ratio of relative value was entirely 
subverted; and we had the anomalous appear- 
ance of beef sinking every autumn below 
bread; and thus entailing on the agricultural 
body a manifest and prodigious hardship. He 
trusted that this order of things would be soon 
reversed : as it brought us within the operation 
of the great law which ‘regulated the depres- 
sion and elevation of haman affairs—-and 
which was this; that whenever any article 
descended much below its value, its pro- 








duction was proportionably discouraged, and 





nO 
its future advance in value rose beyond the just 
point of equilibriam. Three pence half-peny 
and four pence per pound tor beef were perhap. 
the fair price at the present moment, compared 
with that of bread, and accordingly we had {o; 
many years experienced that butchers’ meat j, 
May and June started.to 6d. and 7d. per pound, 
and thus balanced in some measure the depress. 
ed rates of November and December. lt thy; 
appeared that while the poorer farmers suffer. 
ed grievously in the fall, the community gener. 
ally reaped no benefit; because the glut was ip. 
variably followed by a corresponding scarcity, 
He, therefore, submitted to the present meet. 
ing, how far it would be proper by a few judi. 
cious bounties, to induce our wealthy merchants 
to embark in the salt provision trade. 

Judge Haliburton addressed the chair in re. 
ply. He stated frankly that for his part he 
would not sanction the lending of the money. 
The members of that Society had contributed 
their quotas for the purpose of improving the 
agriculture of this province, and that great ob. 
ject should in no instance be lost sight of. The 
interest of 12/. a year would weigh light in the 
scale, compared with the disposable balance 
which was now in the hands of the Treasurer, 
He approved of the objects which had now 
been recommended to their attention, and par. 
ticularly the encouragement of oatmills. Meal 
had now become almost an article of daily food 
in the capital and the means of manufacturing it 
well deserved the care of this Society. Oats 
during two seasons of the year were always 
thrown into this market so plentifully as to suf. 
fer great depreciation in value. He himself 
had been offered them the other day at Is. 8d. 
per bushel; but in the course of three months 
he knew and anticipated that they would rise 
to 3s. Were mills of that description set in 
motion here, the superabundant quantity would 
now be profitably carried off, and converted in- 
to a cheap, useful and healthful food: and he 
therefore heartily concurred with the Secreta- 
ry in opinion that part of the private funds 
might be wisely employed in encouraging the 
erection of one or two oatmills. 

Walter Bromley, Esq. said, that he «thought 
there might be some other objects than those 
enumerated which deserved the countenance of 
this Society. On former occasions he had 
heard with great pleasure the Attorney Gener- 
al expatiate on the wool of Nova Scotia, which 
was the necessary staple of our domestic muan- 
ufactures. He had lately tried an experiment 
of this kind; in which he had embarked from 
£40 to £50; and he did this in order to in- 
duce good habits among the young. He had 
often heard the ladies of Halifax complain of 
the want of industry in their servants—an 
evil which could not be remedied, till the raw 
materials of flax and wool were properly pro- 
tected, and till a taste for industry was given to 
the rising females. He had lately employed 
32 spinoers of wool in school and 7 women out- 
side—13 knitters in school and 15 outside— 
making sixty seven in all employed in the new 
manufacture: and the socks were in such high 
demand, that he could by no means answer his 
orders. Notwithstanding the high price of 
wool he was enabled to sell these per pair a 
2s.; and he had brought and now presented a 
specimen of them on the table for the inspec- 
tion of the-meeting. 
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The Attorney General next claimed the at- 
tention of the meeting, and for a few moments 
craved their patience. The question before 
them was the disposal of the £200 remaining 
of the present funds above the exigences and 
wants of the Society. He was clear that they 
ought to be kept untouched, and no more ex- 
ended of them than the profits and interest. 
This institution has already laid out a great 
Jeal for the importations of implements of hus- 
bandry, which had served as models to all our 
mechanics in the fabrication of similar articles. 
The great improvement that had taken place 
in machinery throughout the province must 
be obviously traced to this source ; and he 
knew of no other application of the money 
that could have been productive of better ef- 
fects. But although we had thns done good to 
the agriculture of the province, we had lost 
money by the transaction and diminished our 
capital. It should be our future policy, on 
this account, both to advance the general pros- | 
perity and save our capital at the same time. 
The improvement of the peninsula and the 
other lands around the capital had been spoken 
of in favorable terms, and this measure cer- 
tainly had his warmest concurrence. The 
Secretary himself had set an excellent example 
on this head ; and nothing had so much aston- 
ished him when he lately visited his farm, 
as the excellent crops of wheat, clover, pota- 
toes and other vegetables growing on a piece 


stubborn soil; and which he had often travers- 
ed in its rude state while shooting plovers. Had 
he been in England or Ireland and there acci- 
dentally have fallen in with an inhabitant of 
Halifax, who told him of the actual improve- 
ment now accomplished at Willowpark, he (the 
Attorney General) must have great faith in the 
veracity of the teller, before he could have 
given his assent to the credibility of the story. 
We are, therefore, much indebted to the Sec- 
retary of the Society for showing the capabili- 
ty of improving the peninsula—yet he was not 
willing to devote the £200 to this object, be- 
cause he thought that the ordinary funds of the 
Society were sufficient to accomplish it and 
keep the spirit of enterprize alive. 

Neither would he turn these surplus funds to 
the erection of oatmills. These had found 
their way already into many parts of the pro- 
vince, and particularly to the eastward. From 
thence he saw them proceeding forward— 
creeping round by the back of Partridge Isl- 
and—and he would not be surprized though 
they would dash in upon Annapolis and take 
possession of Dighy. The enemies of meal 
may now just say or do what they please—but 
it was plain to all sensible men, that it could 
never be banished out of the province, because 
it had taken firm root in it. 

With respect to domestic manufactures re- 
commended by Mr. Bromley, he felt every 
inclination to praise the gentleman for his ef- 
forts, and thought that he could not sufficiently 
applaud him. It was not, however, within 
the power of this society either to recompense 
or stimulate his labors. He must look to the 
Legislature for effectual aid. A law should be 
past prohibiting the .exportation of a single 
pound o: wool; for there was not enough rais- 
ed in the province to answer the ends of in- 


cient, Mr. Bromley should add flax to his es- 
tablishment; and betwixt the two he would 
find enough for his manufacture. He (the At- 
torney General) himself would engage to send 
him a considerable quantity of flax fit for spin- 
ning, and allow him a liberal compensation for 
his labor. He was truly glad to see that a 
spirit of manufacturing domestic articles had 
been lately awakened, and that it was spreading 
fast throughout the province. Orderly and do- 
mestic habits, ofien the offspring of necessity, 
would soon assimilate themselves toour manners, 
wnd become fixed and stationary in our country. 
They. required from us no further nurturing, 
than to prohibit the exportation of the raw ma- 
terial as flax and wool. 

He now turned to the depressed condition of 
our grazing system, which ought to be revived 
by all means in our power. This country was 
well adapted for raising beef, pork, butter aod 
cheese, if proper methods were employed and 
a more enlightened system of rural economy 
adopted. But our lands, and those too, of the 
very first quality, were appropriated to the 
scythe and not tothe sickle.—Our countrymen 
were graziers and not farmers, and this errone- 
ous method of management had been continued 
and propagated for a great number of years.— 
according to all the most rational views which 
have been taken of the management of land, 
grazing and husbandry should reciprocally sup- 
port each other and go on hand in hand. It 
was the plough that ought to support the cat- 
tle; and the straw of white crops with tur- 
nips and other roots should be their main de- 
pendence. But notwithstanding these perni- 
cious habits, we must help the farmers out of 
their difficulties the .best way we can. This 
Society had its foundation in liberality, and was 
instituted for the professed purpose of removing 
the pressure which weighed down the agricul- 
tural body. This was an era in our history of 
which we would be long proud—but the spirit 
in which the Society begun ought still to inform 
and animate all its future measures.—Our agri- 
culture labors now under the cheap prices of 
beef and pork—And to this, and this alone we 
could direct whatever impulse could be commu- 
nicated to our agriculture by the present dispo- 
savle £200. His plan would be to employ the 
money in an experiment, under the direction of 
the Society to export to the different parts of 
the West Indies a quantity of well cured salt 
provisions. He would propose a judicious com- 
mittee to be appointed with full powers to 
manage this business.—An experienced hand 
must first be procured to divide the carcass 
into proper pieces ; for all the butchers in Hal- 
ifax could not cut up a pig as it ought to be 
done, with their whole united skill. Both pork 
and beef should be so separated as to furnish 
two or three qualities ; and the prices at which 
these are to be bought should be fixed and 
known beforehand.—If the farmer could sell to 
others to more advantage than to the commit- 
tee, let him do it, and only have recourse to 
their fixed prices when he cannot better pro- 
mote his interest—Every article that comes 
from the country—hides, tallow, beef, pork, 
butter, cheese, should be capable of being dis- 
posed of at a certain known rate, so that the 
farmer would not need as now to hawk them 
about town tillhis patience was exhausted. He 
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the mode of cutting up the carcasses; but cer- 
tainly he could depend upon his skill in curing 
them. He was much disappointed in not re- 
ceiving from Mount Uniacke two pieces of bect 
which he had sent for and which he. meant to 
present to day to the Society. They had been 
cured since Oct. 1822, and had Jain in the pickle 
since that time; and yet both the fat and the 
fibre were excellent and juicy—The committee 
might therefore command his services, and he 
would cheerfully spend three or four weeks in 
giving them all the help in his power. He, 
therefore, most earnestly proposed that a ven- 
ture of this kind should be undertaken; and 
when he had obtained the account of sales from 
the West Indies, the success of the experimen! 
would hold out a sufficient stimulus to our mer- 
chants to engage actively in this trade. Three 
persons should be chosen, into whose hands 
the £200should be paid under certain regula- 
tions ; and they ought to be instructed to buy 
beef and pork, cure it in a proper manner, 
ship it to .he West Indies, and lay the pro- 
ceeds of the adventure before this Society. 

Mr. Bromley,in reply, stated that he had in- 
troduced flux into his manufactory and spun a 
good deal of it into yarn. He had lately re- 
ceived five hundred weight from his Lordship 
the Earl of Dalhousie in a present, which be was 
working up as fast as possible ; but women who 
were engaged in spinning it, notwithstanding all 
the murmurs of the hardness of the times had 
the confidence to ask of him 2s.a day for their 
labor. He thought, therefore, that our domes- 
tic manufactures should not be neglected in 
the application of the disposable sum. 











From the Massachusetts Spy. 





Our Coal Mine.—Since the allusion which 
we made, some time since, to the Coal Mine in 
this town, we have frequently been inquired of, 
respecting it. We have delayed making any 
further statements, in hopes that such experi- 
ments would be made, as would enable us to 
give a full description of its kind and qualities. 
As yet, this has been but partially accomplish- 
ed. The bed is apparently of considerable. 
depth and of great extent, shewing itself in va- 
rious places. At the place where it is now 
open, it appears above the surface of the earth, 
and may be procured in vast quantities, at an 
expense almost nominal. It is of the species 
called Anthracite, by mineralogists, and is the 
same kind as the Liverpool glance coal, the 
Rhode Island coal, and the Schuylkill and Le- 
high coal. It is valuable in furnaces, forges, 
and for most manufacturing and domestic pur- 
poses. We have burned some of it, and find 
it to ignite readily, and to produce great heat. 
It has been burned with the Rhode Island and 
with the Lehigh coal, and found to ignite easi- 
er, and to burn longer, after taken from the 
fire, than either of them, but the specimens 
which we have seen, we think, leave a great- 
er residuum than the Lehigh. As the bed is ex- 
cavated deeper, it will probably be more pure. 

This coal has been considerably used at the 
Brewery in this town, and is found to answer 
better than other coal fer that purpose. 








Hydrophobia.—The following mode of curing 
hydrophobia, is certainly novel, and mqy super- 








ternal consumption. But if wool was insuffi- 


would not attempt to instruct the committee in 


sede scullcap.—* An extraordinary sufgical op- 
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eration was performed a few days ago in one of 
the great hospitals of Paris, upon a man labour- 
ing under the dreadful malady, hydrophobia. 
He had for some time manifested the utmost 
horror for liquids, and showed a disposition to 
bite whatever came in his way.—The sur- 
geons of the hospital determined to try upon 
him an experiment which had been found suc- 
cessful when applied to animals.—The opera- 
tion consisted in the introduction of water in- 
to the veins, by means of an incision above 
the wrist. The experiment fully succeeded, 
as the patient now takes liquids without aver- 
sion, betrays no inclination to bite, and is free 
from fever. 





AA 


{The author of the following has laid us under great 
obligations by his obliging communications. It is, 
perhaps, an object of as great consequence to Agri- 
culturists to state what plans and deviations from es- 
tablished practices do not succeed as to mention those 
which do succeed. Such statements may save much 
expense and trouble by preventing repetitions of use- 
less experiments. Many supposed improvements 
have been tried over and over again, with reiterated 
failures, merely because those who have been engag- 
ed in each repetition of a fruitless trial were ignorant 
of the attempts of their predecessors. We hope Mr. 
Jarvis will oblige us by a continuance of his corres- 
pondence. | 


FOR THE NEW ENGLAND ERARMER. 


T. G. Fessenden, Esq. 

Sin,—In your N. E. Farmer of the , i 
observed an account of a Virginia Fence with 
upright posts, which being at an angle of. ” 
with each other and connected with rails, 
would be self supported.—As my experience 
of the angle required for strength, has been dif- 
ferent from that of your correspondent, and as 
this differénce probably resulted from the dif- 
ferent exposures of the fences—I have thought 
it might bewell to communicate to you the re- 
suit of my experiment. In thespring of 1821, 
having occasion to make a considerable length of 
fence, | was induced from the recommendation 
of an agricultural friend to try the Virginia 
Fence with upright posts. The fence was made 
with cedar posts about five inches diameter and 
four feet six inches long, standing at an angle of 
forty-five degrees, and connected by sawed 
rails five and six inches wide, 11 inches thick and 
10 feet long,strongly nailed, spaces between rails 
6 inches ; the fence was not sheltered from the 
high winds, nor was it more exposed than in 
any clear and level country; in less thana 
week the whole length (one hundred rods on 
each side of a road) was completely overset, 
the posts supported by the rails preserved their 
relative situation, and made the same angles in 
air that they had made on the groand. I was 
then satisfied that the angle adopted was not 
sufficient, and had the fence new set on an an- 
gle of ninety degrees, this has been found to 
answer, and I believe a fence so built would 
stand agale equal to any common fence.—The 
cost of 100 rods of this tence is as follows : 











* This blank, together with that which precedes it, 
the Editor was requested to fill with the date of the 
paper and the degrees of the angle alluded to, but hav- 
ing made diligent search we cannot, at present, turn 
roth ame (© whi the author refer 


es 





-} dance of summer feed of the best quality, will 


243 Posts, Cedar, 4 feet 6 inches long, 5 
inches in diameter, at 4 cts. 

5467 feet, board measure, Raids 1 1-8 
inches thick, 6 inches wide, at $7 

4M. Cut Nails, 20 lbs. to the M. at 7 cts. 

Setting the Fence, 


$9, 72 


38, 27 
5, 60 
10, 00 


$63, 59 
This cost might be greater or less according 
to the price of the materials where the fence 
was built. 


In consequence of the fires which ravaged a 
great part of Maine, the past season, I avail my- 
self of the medium of your very valuable pa- 
per to suggest tothe sufferers whether it would 
not be well to improve the land burnt over by 
clearing it to the extent of their means, and b 
sowing the remainder with the Dutch White | 
Clover, more commonly known by the name of. 
the white honeysuckle.—Last spring we sowed 
about 400 Ibs. of that seed on a tract of land 
burnt over the preceding summer; the land 
was in the same state as left by the fire, the 
seed was sown at the rate of two pounds to the 
acre just as the frost was coming out of the 
ground; notwithstanding the extreme drought 
of last season the seed took well—by the mid- 
dle of July the grass was in full bloom, and af- 
forded a fine bite for cattle. This seed was 
bought of Mr. Makepeace, of Cambridgeport, 
in the fall of 1822; Il bave understood he has 
a quantity of the same lot on hand, which 
if not injured by age, I can recommend as of 
the best quality. We also cleared up about 40 
acres of the same kind of land; twenty of 
which were sown with oats and millet, six 
with English turnips and laid down with herds 
grass and clover, and fourteen acres sown with 
grass seed alone.—The grass seed took well in 
each case, best where sown alone, next best 
where sown with turnips.—The oats and millet 
being sown late, and having to contend against 
a drought severer than has been known for 
twenty years, gave but a light crop, on 
an average but little more than half a ton 
to the acre, the turnips gave about two hun- 
dred bushels to the acre, six hundred bushels 
were harvested, and about as many more were 
sed off by fatting cattle. With this last mode 
of using the turnips | was much pleased, as the 
whole expense of harvesting was saved—the 
cattle throve faster than 1 ever knew them to 
thrive in the barn, and the turnips were eater 
us clean as they would have been harvested by 
hand. The cost of an acre was as follows :-— 


Clearing land, paid for by the job $5, 00 
1 Ib. turnip seed, 50 
Harrowing before and after sowing, 4, 00 
10 lbs. clover seed, 1, 60 
6 quarts herds grass seed, 75 

$11, 25 


As an offset to this was the value of the crop 
of turnips which could not be estimated at less 
than the above cost of $11, 25, and the land 
was reclaimed from a state of waste to one 
productive either as mowing or paeturage. 

Encouraged by this success we intend im- 
proving the land we have had burnt over the 
past season in the same manner and to a great- 
er extent. We have now 1000 Ibs. of the 
white clover seed on hand which will be all 
sowed in this vicinity as soon as the ground is 
bare of snow—this besides insuring an abun- 





be a security against future fires, as the white 
clover is always green and will prevent 4) 
growth of moss which ina dry time is highly 
inflamable—by furnishing a covering for {h, 
land, it will also prevent its deteriorating 4, t 
the case when the land, stripped of its natura) 
covering, is left exposed to the sun. 

With respect, &«. CHARLES JARVjs. 


——— ee, 
NEW ENGLAND FARMER. 
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CATALOGUE OF AGRICULTURAL WORKS. We pro. 
mised some time since to publisha catalogue of approy. 
ed agricultural works, together with information wh, 
such books may be obtained. We have not yet bee 
able to complete our list, although we have made p. 
peated “calls for information” on our principal book. 
sellers. Those gentlemen all promise to make ov. 
catalogue of their agricultural works, but some of they 
have not yet found time to complete it. There is, hoy. 
ever, a pretty fair prospect that our next number ma 
contain a list as complete as can be conveniently fos 
nished. 

AN EXAMPLE WORTHY OF IMITATION. A gentle. 
man writes to us that “a few farmers in this town a: 
about forming themselves into a society, principally { 
improvement in our wretched practice ef farming. |; 
is our present intention to procure an apparatus for ap- 
alyzing soils, and a library of some of the most valu. 
ble works we can get on scientific and practical agi 
culture, and domestic affairs." This contemplated a: 
sociation appears to accord with the Hon. T. Pick. 
ering’s recommendation, expressed in his Address t) 
the Massachusetts Agricultural Society, which as it car 
not be too often repeated, we will here republish. 

** As we have no farmers who cannot read—in order 
to give to all opportunities of reading, I suggest for cor- 
sideration, the expediency of forming in each townshiy 
in the State a farming society, of which the member 
should meet monthly, to converse on farming aflair— 
to make mutual communications of their practice: in 
husbandry—to commit te writing every practice 
in common use, which may be beneficially extended 
and to read and examine modern publications on their 
vocation ; particularly those of the State Society, which 
the Trustees would gratuitously furnish. ‘lo thes, 
such township societies would find it agreeable and us- 
ful to add the best periodical publications, which is:ve 
from the presses of our own country, either through th 
agency of agricultural societies, or of well informed ir- 
dividuals. With these and a few other books on tie 
subject, each township society would become posse 
ed at a very small expense, of a pleasing and instruc: 
tive agricultural library.” 





FASTENING FOR WINDOW SHUTTERS. A friend avi 
correspondent requests us to state that ** there has been 
in operation for about a year in Bradford, Mass. and it: 
neighborhood, a Fastening for Window Shutters, end 
Outward Doors, which operates by its own weigh’. 
catching in little hooks, driven, one into the side of the 
house, and the other into the window stool ; itself re 
sembling at the end the catch of a common fastening 
to a door, and which has been found from use altog® 
ther sufficient. It is a convenience which any black 
amith can make, and, which, since it is not a patent: 
ed thing, any person has aright to make. It can 2 
no case, properly cost more than 12 1-2 cents, and il 
made in numbers not more than half that sum.” These 
fastenings are made by Mr. Bacon, of Bedford, Mas:. 

The inhabitants of this city have chosen Committets 
in their respective Wards to ascertain the number ©! 
persons therein subject to the Small Pox, witb a w¢e¥ 
to a general Vaccimation. 
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To the Editor of the New England Farmer, 

Sin.—In this age of improvement, as it it justly cal- 
led, | wonder no person has invented a suitable Press 
for extracting the juice of Currants. It has become ve- 
r fashionable to make currant wine ; and it is an ex- 
cellent, and cheap substitute for any imported wines, but 
the want of a Press is much felt. It appears to me that 
the man who shall invent a cheap Press, will find a 
great demand. for the article. A FaRMER. 

Brookline, Jan. 2, 1824. 


A manafactary for converting iron into steel has 
Jately been established in Morris County, N. J. and a 
writer for the Philadelphia Democratic Press, says that 
he is persuaded no cast steel ever imported from Great 
Britain excels it for the firmest and finest instruments. 

The New Brunswick Fredonian says nothing has yet 
transpired relating to the villains, who robbed Mr. R. 
G. Amory, but strong hopes are entertained that their 
track has been discovered, and that they will speedily 
be brought to justice. 


pt 
FOREIGN. 

The French troops took possession of Barcelona on 
the 4th Nov. More than three hundred pieces of brass 
artillery were mounted on the ramparts. The king of 
Spain entered Madrid on the 14th Nov. A Paris ar- 
ticle says that “ the people took his horses from his 
coach, and the king, descending, was drawn into a 
splendid Car by 100 men, to his palace under tri- 
vmphal arches.” The Duke D’Augouleme was ex- 
pected at Bayonne on his way to Paris on the 25th 
November. 

The London Courier of Nov. 11, states that there 
are accounts from Paris “* that vessels of war and pro- 
visions were about to be sent to Cadiz, and that trans- 
ports to carry twenty thousand infantry and two thou- 
sand cavalry were to be furnished to Spain by differ- 
ent powers of Europe, and to rendezvous at Cadiz, 
&c. &c. The probability, however, is, that this is 
nothing but fudge! 


Turkish and Greek Affairs.—A Constantinople ar- 
ticle of Oct. 10, states that the Captain Pacha had 
captured several Greek vessels near Lemnos. The 
Greek division consisted of 35 light vessels, and were 
engaged with two divisions of the Turkish fleet.— 
The Greek account states that Ad. Midoule, with 
three divisions of fleet, attacked the Turks about the 
last of September, near Mytelene ;—that the battle 
lasted four hours ;—that the Grecian fire ships destroy- 
ed four large Turkish vessels ;—-that others were ei- 
ther sunk or stranded on ‘the coast of Asia; that two 
of the captured frigates had arrived at Psara ;—and 
that the remainder sought refuge in the port of Olive- 
to. The Greek accounts of land operations likewise 
present their affairs in a favorable point of view. They 
assert that the Turks have been repulsed and harrassed 
by the Grecian Commandant Diamante, and suffered 
much loss:—and that they then retreated towards 
Thessally, and sustained several sanguinary defeats 
in their route. 

On the 16th Sept. the Turkish Pacha Mustapha at- 
tacked the Greek General Contavanne, who defended 
one of the passes leading to Missilonghi ; but was re- 
pulsed with great loss. On the 8th Mustapha attack- 
ed the other pass, defended by a corps of Suliots.— 
Here the contest was lang and bloody, and the Turk 
a not retire from it till he had lost a great number of 
Toops. 

An article, dated Zante, Oct. 20, states that in two 
attacks the Scodians [Turkish aye ge aes 2000 
men dead on the field. The loss of the eks, who 
were defended by entrenchments in the passes, was 
caly seventy; but among them were three of their 
best officers.” It appears, however, that Mustapha 
Pacha, afterwards made a third attack on the pass of 
Etolia, and succeeded in forcing it after an immense 
loss, and was in fall march for Mi i. But 
this place is strongly fortified. The Citadel of 
Corinth, say the same accounts surrendered to the 
Greeks in October. The garrison to be sent to Asia 
Minor. Coronis is now capitulating. The fort of Rothy- 
aad — surrendered in September; and a Hy- 

squadron is to arrive in the 
cup et F shortly expected 








An article dated Semlin, (Sclavonia) Oct. 20, as- 
serts as a rumor, that the Greeks have gained a new 
naval victory over the Turks, the first day of of Octo- 
ber between Lemnos aud Mytelene. A Nuremberg 
article of Oct. 25, states that Arcania is entirely free 
of the Turks. Privesa and Arta have only small gari- 
sons, which the Greek Commandant Sturnaris is dispos- 
ed to besiege. Vonizza is in the power of the Greeks. 
Odysseus is before Negropont ; Colocotroni goes into 
the Peloponesus; and Nicetas remains in Livadia. 
The Pacha of Salonica is repairing to Larissa with 
some thousand troops, to take the command there. 


LS LES 
CONGRESSIONAL. 


In Senatr.—Friday, Dec. 26. Mr. Barton offered 
for consideration a resolution on the subject of the sale 
of the Lead Mines and Salines of the United States, and 
of the necessity, if to be sold, of diffusing information 
among the people of their situation and value. 

Mr. Mills, of Mass. gave notice that he should on 
Monday ask leave to propose an Amendment to the 
Constitution in relation to the choice of President and 
Vice President. 


Monday, Dec. 29. Mr. Mills, of Mass. introduceda 
resolution for amending the constitution of the U. 8. 
with regard to the choice of President, &c. and Mr. 
Van Buren another on the same subject. 

The bill to revive and continue the Acts relating to 
discriminating duties in favor of our commerce was tak- 
en up, and debated on by Mr. Smith, Mr. Lloyd of 
Mass. and others; and finally passed the Senate. 

Tuesday, Dec. 30. This day was occupied by at- 
tending to private bills, and resolutions, which were 
postponed. 


Wednesday, Dec. 31. Numerous private petitions 
were presented. The bill from the House to repeal 
part of the Act to lessen the compensation of Marshalls, 
Attorneys, &c. was read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Elliot, a resolution was agreed to, 
requesting the President of the U. S. to cause an appli- 
cation to be made to the British Government, thro’ our 
Minister at that Court for a list of names of persons paid, 
and sums received for Florida lands, previous to the 
Treaty of 1783, of which they were deprived by the 
transfer of that territory to Spain, by virtue of said 
Treaty. 

Hovse.—Tuesday, Dec. 23. Mr. Webster from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported three bills. 1st 
for the relief of persons imprisoned for debt in Penn. 
2d, A bill to repeal in part, the Act to lessen the com- 
pensation for Marshalls, Clerks and Attorneys, and a 
bill allowing costs in all cases, whese patentees recover 
more than $100. These bills were committed. 

The House took up the resolution of Mr. Breck, call- 
ing on the Secretary of the Treasury for the amount of 
the exports and imports to and from Greece, Asia Minor, 
and Egypt. This caused some debate in the course of 
which Mr. Webster said in substance, that the motion 
he had formerly made was merely to authorize an in- 
quiry into facts as regarded the situation and prospects 
of the Greeks, and not to produce a quarrel with the 
Turks, and he wished to prevent any such impression 
from going abroad as that his resolution was a declara- 
tion of war against the Turks. 

Friday, Dec. 26. Mr. Sloane, of the Committee of 
Elections asked for power to send for testimony in the 
case of the contested election of John Bailey, a Mem- 
ber from Mass., who was stated not to have been at the 
time of his election an inhabitant of that State, &c. 
Granted unanimously. 


On motion of Mr. Wayne, the Committee on the sub- 
ject was instructed to report on the expediency of fix- 
ing by law the net amount of annual income, which 
shall disqualify any applicant from being placed on the 
list of Revolutionary Pensioners. 





Tuesday, Dec. 30. Mr. Webster, from the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary reported that it is not expedient to 


establish a Uniform System of Bankruptcy. In this 
opinion, Mr. Webster observed that a great majority of 
the committee concurred, and that he was the only 
member, who had ‘the misfortune to differ from that 
opinion, bat the whole Committee were desirous of giv- 
ing a fair opportunity to those gentlemen, who like him- 
self were in favor of the system, tu bring the question 





before the House. This Report was laid en the Table. 











MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE. 

The Legislature of this Commonwealth assembled 
on the 7th inst. After passing through the customary 
forms, &c. a joint Committee was appointed, con:istin g 
of the Hon. Messrs. Brooks and Austin of the Senate, 
and Messrs. Harte, Wclles and Ware, of the Houre, 
to wait on his Excellency the Governor, who soon af- 
terwards transmitted his Mrssacr. We would, with 
pleasure, give this at large, but most, perhaps nearly 
all, of our readers will receive it from other sources. — 
The following extract, however, having in part, a par- 
ticular reference to the objects of this paper, we shall 
not deny ourselves the privilege of publishing. 

** Agriculture, the stable source of the health and 
strength of the state, encouraged and aided by gov- 
ernment, is gradually improving; and with a continu- 
ance of the patriotic zeal and exertions of individua! 
citizens, will attain higher degrees of perfection.— 
manufacturing establishments are extending and in 
creasing, and as the means of protecting them by in- 
creasing duties on foreign imports, is, by the constitu- 
tion, vested exclusively in the federal government, it i: 
confidently hoped, that a review of the existing tariff, 
an increase of duty on certain articles, and on those 
particularly which are of primary necessity, may be 
considered as accordant with, ifnot required by nation- 
al policy.” 








PRICES OF COUNTRY PRODUCE, &c 








[Revised and corrected évery Friday.] 




















FROM| TO 
D.. CAD. C. 
ASHES, pot, Ist sort, ton. |145 =| 150 
pearl do. 7 135 137 
BEANS, white, . . . . . {bush 9%} 3 00 
BEEF, mess, 200 lbs. new, lbbl.} 8 25) & 50 
cargo, No l, 6 75, 7 
a, ge 5 50] 6 
BUTTER, inspect. 1st qual. new | Ib. 12 13 
“  @d qual. . 9} 10 
CHEESE, newmilk . .. . 7 9 
skimed milk, . . . 3 4 
SEM Rich, else..6 oye < & 9 
FLAX SEED ..... . jbush 83 90 
FLOUR, Baltimore, Howard St. [bbl.| 7 12) 7 25 
Genessee, oss 7 
Rye, best 3 75 
GRAIN, Rye os ioe 60 
Corn oy es 53 63 
Se eee 67 70 
Oats a 40 
HOGS’ LARD, Ist sort . . lb. 8 9 
HOPS, No 1, Inspection of 182 35 40 
De eo hw ew tlw ee OS Ee 
OIL, Linseed, Phil. and Northern |gal. 60 70 


PLAISTER PARIS 


: . jton 4 00) 4 
PORK, BoneMiddlings new, . 


; 50 
bbl. } 14 50) 15 00 


NAVY, mess, 12 50 
Cargo, Nol, .. . 11 75) 12 
Cargo, No2, . . . |bushj 11 O00) 11 25 
SEEDS, Herd’s Grass, 1822, - | lb. | 2 00 
0 iS Pare 7 8 
WOOL, Merino, full blood,washed 58 70 
do do unwashed 37 40 
do 3-4 washed 45 50 
do 1-2 do 37 40 
_... a. ee Oe 31 33 
Pulled, Lamb’s, Ist sort 50) OU 
do Spinning, Ist sort 40) 42 





PROVISION MARKET. Ib. 











BEEF, best pieces . . . 7 10 
PORK, fresh ae 5 7 
. 3 8 
MUTTON and LAMB, 2 8 
PRMEEE Ms ¢ «6 #0 5 8 
BUTTER, keg & tub, family, 14 17 
lump, best... . 16 18 
EGGS, .. se eo ew 1€ 20 
MEAL, Rye, otc. 3)? ie 7 
SS er ae ae 6: 70 
POTATOES, -o - « “a 37 
CIDER, liquor,new. . . . {bbl.| 2232 5O 
HAY ,according to quality, ton./ 18 OF 20 00 
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From the National Gasette. 

The following beautiful appeal to the charitable, was 
written by a gentleman in Montreal, when the 
distress of the poor in that place called loudly on 
the charity of the opulent, during the hard winter of 
1817 and 718. 





WINTER. 
At this chill time, while stormy winter reigns, 
And driven snow lies scattered on the plains ; 
While bitter tempests howl with furious dread, 
And search each crevice of the peasant’s shed ; 
At this bleak home the poor are doomed to know 
The cutting pangs of undeserved woe ; 
To feel the sorrows that from want arise, 
While famine waits when craving nature cries. 
Bereft of means to earn their food each day 
They pine unknown their humble woes away, 
Ye sons of fortune, blest with happy lot 
Go view the misery of the poor man’s cot ; 
See how distress bows down a father’s head, 
While hungry infants call aloud for bread ; 
See the low mother, sickly and opprest, 
Weep o’er her child half famish’d at her breast ; 
Go, view this scene, and teach your hearts to feel 
The force, the claim of poverty’s appeal. 
0! charity, sweet nymph of every grace, 
Extend thy arm to cheer a drooping race, 
Raise up the wretched from their pining state 


And yield thy aid where want and death await. 
ORE 2S 








MISCELLANY. 





The following article ridicules with a good deal of hu- 
mor a propensity of British Legislators to over-act 
their parts, and make laws relating to trifling sub- 
jects, which are not required by the wants of soci- 
ety, and whose only tendency is to promote needless 
and vexatious law suits. The garment was fashion- 
ed for the English lawgivers, but if it fits any of our 
American Legislative bodies nobody can possibly ob- 
ject to their putting it on. 


To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. : 
Sin—We have now, thanks to the wisdom of 
our Legislators, arrived at such a happy pass, 
that there is scarcely an act of life the due 
performance of which is not provided for. by 
Act of Parliament. Something, however, still 
remains to be done; andl am assured by my 
very good friend, Mr. M .of G , that 
the following Bills are to pass the next Session. 

Iam, Sir, &c. 
TIMOTHY LOVELAW. 


An Act to oblige Parents to blow their chil- 
dren’s noses, or to cause them to be blown by 
Nurse, Cook, Housemaid, Groom, Helper, or 
other proper and fit Person, three times a day 
in summer, and nine in winter, under the pen- 
alty of, &c, 

An Act to prevent Adults from swallowing 
Cherry stones, and giving Magistrates, suspect- 
ing the same to be practiced, the right of 
search into private places, Penalties quan-suf. 

An Act to prevent Cruelty to Flies, Black 
Beetles, and Fathers Long Legs, with a Clause 
providing that Moths shall not approach within 
six inches of any Wax, Mould, Spermaceti, Dip, 
or other Candle, nor within three inches of any 
farthing Rusblight. 

An Act for better preserving the health of 
his Majesty's liege Subjects from the dangers 
too often attending exposure to wetting their 


coughs, catarrhs, and other maladies, and en- 
acting that persons found walking in wet, damp, 
sloppy, greasy, splashy, dirty, mucky weather, 
with shoes, boots, pumps, or slippers, less than 
three inches thick in the sole’ from the heel 
piece to the toe, or four inches in the heel, or 
with shoes with such a thickness as above re- 
cited, but cracked, damaged, burst, worn into 
holes or otherwise impaired or injured, shall 
on conviction before a Magistrate or Justice of 
Peace, be sentenced to the Tread mill for a 
term not under one month, nor exceeding six, 
and shall forfeit such shoes to our Lord the 
King. Persons bare footed, or without shoes, 
shall be considered as coming under the terms 
of the act, but shall be exempted from the for- 
feiture. 

An Act regulating the size and weight of 
penny plum buns, and enacting that not less 
than six, nor exceeding eight green gooseber- 
ries shall be put into a penny tart, on the pain 
of forfeiture, one half to the Lord our King the 
other half to the informer. Also a clause for 
better ordering of lollipop. 

An Act to oblige persons to blow cool their 
hasty pudding in the spoon, for the space of fif- 
teen seconds before eating the same. “ For 
many and divers persons have been grievously 
burned, scalded, and damaged in their mouths, 
tongues, gullets, windpipes, and stomachs, by 
greedily, voraciously, hastily, gluttonously, eat- 
ing and devouring, bolting and swallowing, hot 
hasty pudding, &c. &c. It is therefore hereby 
enacted, that all grown persons and adults of 
an estate to hold a spoon, shall blow and puff 
such hasty pudding in a spoon for a space not 
under fifteen seconds, under the penalty of, &c.” 

An Act to prevent parents from eating green 
Peas with two pronged forks. 

** An Act to prevent Cruelty to Visitors, pro- 
hibiting the galloping of Young children ad- 
mitted after dinner over the small clothes of 
Visitors, spilling their wine, eating their fruit, 
fouling their waistcoats, ruining their neck- 
cloths, kicking their shins, calling them names, 
hawling, squalling, crying, roaring, or singing 
or spouting at the request of their parents or 
guardians, to the great detriment of social in- 
tercourse and scandal of all good livers; all 
which things are hereby declared contrary to 
law, and punishable under the Statute herewith 
framed and enacted, for preventing the spoiling 
of children. And be it further enacted, that 
more than 16 children be never and in no case, 
permitted or suffered to rush into the dining 
room when the cloth is removed, but that such 
irruption shall be a riot, and quelled according 
to law.” The Act goes on to send the pa- 
rents to the house of correction, for aiding and 
abetting in such tumults, and turther relates the 
size and shape of pap-boats, and the fashion and 
figure of corals. 

An Act to prevent gluttons from eating worst- 
ed stockings, tallow candles, ten penny nails, 
and case knives, &c. &c. 

= 

A singular Female Character —Dr. W. Hutton, 
formerly of Birmingham, Eng. gives the follow- 
ing account of an English woman. “ The great- 
est wonder I saw in Derbyshire, was Miss Phe- 
be Brown, in person obout five feet six, about 
thirty, well proportioned, round sized and 





feet, whereby many have grievously suffered 


ruddy, a dark penetrating eye, which the mo- 


— eee — _ a, 
acter, and that with precision. Her steps, par 
don me forthe Irishism, is more manly thay , 
man’s, and can easily cover forty miles a q,, 
Her common dress is a man’s hat, coat, ang, 
spencer over it, and men’s shoes. I believe g, 
is a stranger to breeches. She can lift one hy), 
dred weight with each hand, and carry fourtee, 
score. Can sow, knit, cook, and spin, but haie, 
them all and every accompaniament of the {. 
male character, except that of modesty. A ge, 
tleman of the New Bath, recently treated he, 
so rudely that “she had a good mind to hay, 
knocked him down.” She positively assure; 
me that she did not know what fear was—sh, 
never gives any affront, but will offer to figh; 
any man who gives her one—if she has ny 
fought perhaps it is owing to the insultor’s le. 
ing a coward, for none else would give an ai 
front. She has strong sense, an excellent jnie. 
ment, says some smart things, and supports 
easy freedom in all companies. Her voice j 
more than masculine, it is deep toned ; the win; 
in her favor, she can send it a mile; has x 
beard or prominence of breast ; accepts of an; 
kind of manual labor, as holding the plougi, 
driving the team, thatching the ricks, &c. ; by 
her chief vocation is horse breaking, at a py 
nea a week ; always rides without a saddle: j: 
supposed the best judge of a horse, cow, &c. in 
all the country, and is frequently requested ty 
purchase for others at the neighboring Fain 
She is fond of Milton, Pope, Shakspeare, also ¢; 
music ; is self taught ; and performs on sever| 
musical instruments. 

‘She is an excellent markswoman, and like 
her brother sportsmen always carries her gw 
on her shoulder. She eats no beef or port, 
and but little mutton; her chief food is milk, 
and also her drink, discarding wine, ale, ani 
spirits.” == 

Effects of extreme cold.—In the adventures ¢/ 
some Russian explorers of high northern time, 
we find the following curious statement ;—“|i 
was now (says the narrator) almost impossible 
to fall timber, which was as hard as the hatch- 
et itself, except it was perfectly dry ; and inthe 
‘greatest severity, the hatchets, on striking the 
wood, broke like glass. Indeed it was impos. 
ble to work in the open air, which compelled 
us to make many holidays much against our iD 
clination. Upon coming out of a warm room. 
it is absolutely necessary to breathe through: 
handkerchief; and you find yourself immediate: 
ly surrounded by an atmosphere, arising from 
the breath and the heat of the body, which ev- 
closes you in a mist, and consists of small no 
dules of hoar ice. Breathing causes a noise 
like a tearing of coarse paper, or the breaking 
of thin twigs, and the expired breath is immeti- 
ately condensed in the fine substance mentior- 
ed above. The northern Lights are constaul, 
and very brilliant; they seem close to you, 
and you may sometimes hear them shoot along: 
they assume an amazing diversity of shape: 
and the 'Tungoose consider them to be spirit’ 
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at variance, fighting in the air. 
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